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2  XXX2  EDITORIAL

CHRISTOF DOMENIG
CEO Wienerberger Building Solutions

REALISING VISIONS WITH 
CLAY BUILDING MATERIALS

The fi rst thing that catches your eye when you look at a building is its façade and roof. 
They have the ability to tell stories. Stories about its use, its inhabitants, its architects. This 
makes it all the more important to choose the right material for the design. The longevity 
and versatility of clay building materials, coupled with their classic, timeless and at the same 
time modern appearance, give architects numerous innovative application possibilities and 
enable exciting aesthetic solutions. 
Façades have the gift of attracting attention and giving a building a certain radiance. Tiled 
façades and roofs not only protect a building, they also preserve it for future generations. At 
the same time, special building envelopes help to shape and develop the cityscape, which 
not only users but also passers-by can enjoy.
This issue of architectum shows impressive projects from eleven countries - from sin-
gle-family homes to public buildings - which illustrate what is possible with clay building 
materials. We are proud to provide natural building materials that are versatile, energy ef-
fi cient, durable and simply beautiful. This allows contractors and architects to realise their 
visions and create buildings that are low-maintenance and sustainable, while at the same 
time enabling healthy living and working. Thus, these buildings can become part of the life 
history of numerous people.  
Enjoy reading!

Christof Domenig
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CORIUM
Corium is a unique and innovative brick cladding system that combines 
the natural beauty of genuine brick with cost effective fast track installa-
tion. Boasting a variety of features and benefits, Corium offers a real brick 
aesthetic in a wide range of colours, textures and sizes.
Building with Corium can offer considerably faster construction speed 
than traditional brickwork. Designed to last 60 years, the Corium sys-
tem comprises of fully frost resistant brick slip tiles specially designed to 
fix mechanically to a HPS200 galvanised steel backing section. These 
profiled lengths are mounted in horizontal rows onto a vertical support 
system and the brick tiles are simply clipped in place.
https://wienerberger.co.uk/about-us/what-is-corium

PLANNING WITH THE BIM-PLUGIN
Wienerberger Czech Republic and BIM Technology have developed 
a BIM Plugin that responds to the increasing number of construction 
professionals seeking advanced design software solutions. Its objective 
is to simplify the work of architects and planners. It offers not only Wie-
nerberger products but also preferred wall solutions according to the 
Czech market and tradition. 
The complete package of our structured and verified product data, 
preferred wall solutions, 3D objects of ceiling elements and lintels or 
construction details enable architects to work even more flexibly, faster 
and the most importantly with a correct product data.

CLICKBRICK:  
THE BEAUTIFUL AND EASY 
WAY TO BUILD CIRCULAR
ClickBrick is an innovative dry stack system, 
resulting in maintenance-free façades that 
are fully recyclable. Connected to one anoth-
er and to the substrate by means of stainless 
steel clips and wall ties. With the absence of 
mortared joints, there is no efflorescence or 
staining of the finished brickwork. The sys-
tem can be completely re-used. 
www.wienerberger.nl/clickbrick-en

The façade was built 
using Corium.

The plugin allows various automated calculations.

4  NEWS

ClickBrick is available in a wide 
range of colours and textures.
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OFF TO THE 
BUILDING 
SITE!
Born in 1942, Norwegian architect 
and committed feminist Kari Nissen 
Brodtkorb can look back on an 
extensive body of work. She has 
received numerous awards for her 
buildings, some of which have been 
on a large scale. In this interview, 
she discusses one of her recent 
projects and explains her deep 
attachment to brick as a material.

One of your most recent projects is the pair of 
buildings called “Ternen” and “Sjostjernen”, 
which respectively mean “tern” and “starfi sh” 
in English. How did you specifi cally realise your 
architectural vision in these projects?
The two buildings are in the former harbour and indus-
trial district of “Damsgaardssundet”, right by the fjord 
and with a stunning mountain backdrop, just a short 
walk from the centre of Bergen. The whole area has 
been transformed into a modern residential and work-
ing neighbourhood. The design gives the two build-
ings strength and dynamism, anchoring them fi rmly 
in the dramatic landscape of the wild fjord and steep 
mountains. In particular, the façade, with a 103° pitch 
on the water-facing side, gives the project its distinc-
tive, vital appearance. Ternen and Sjostjernen were 
planned and constructed in two separate phases <

M
s Brodtkorb, what does your architec-
ture stand for? What inspires you? 
I have always adopted a humanistic ap-

proach in all my projects. It starts with considering 
the human scale of the construction, especially the 
interstitial spaces, which are often neglected. I of-
ten imagine buildings as the walls around an open 
space. For me, it is also a question of a living design, 
which refl ects the local context, because the loca-
tion is often as dynamic as the people. My motto is 
“motion and emotion” – my projects touch people. 
And people also like to touch my projects, because 
I really attach a lot of importance to the materials for 
surfaces. That’s why I particularly like brick. I have 
always tried to be cost-effi cient when it comes to the 
structures of my projects, because that leaves more 
in the budget for high-quality materials. 

Kari Nissen Brodtkorb’s archi-
tecture combines high technical 

standards with distinctively 
attractive design.
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– Ternen was completed in 2010 and Sjostjernen 
in 2017. Despite slight differences in fl oor plans, they 
share a common aesthetic. 

The façade is clad in grey bricks and is broken up 
at various points. The colour red comes to fore 
at these locations. Where did you get this idea? 
A few years ago, I was walking through the area, 
which hadn’t been redeveloped then, and I suddenly 
saw an old, derelict building. It was clad in grey, pre-
sumably with Eternit cement panels, and there was 
one place where the façade was ruptured, revealing 
a painted red surface underneath. That really inspired 
me. Brick is a material that is particularly suitable for 
the rugged coast with its salty air, and the grey col-
our also harmonises with the traditional houses in the 
area, which are often clad in slate. 

You said that you particularly like brick as a ma-
terial. Is that for purely practical reasons, be-
cause many of your buildings are close to open 
water and the salty air is hard on façades, or do 
you have a deeper connection to the material?
I had my fi rst experience with brickwork in 1962, dur-
ing my architecture studies, when I spent time work-
ing as an intern on various building sites, for example 
in Austria and Italy. I instantly fell in love with brick! It 
has always fascinated me that such huge buildings 
can be constructed from such small units. Bricks are 

very easy to handle and so tactile - a brick wall really 
invites you to touch it! Bricks come in endless vari-
ations and colour tones, and there are innumerable 
different designs that can be created with brick. I love 
the feel of the material and the three dimensional na-
ture of walls – a relief that casts shadows. Without 
shadow, the form gets lost! My early experiences on 
building sites really shaped my later work.

You were also a professor at the University of 
Oslo for many years. Do you have anything you 
would like to say to young architecture students?
In the early 1990’s, I took on a professorship of ar-
chitecture whilst continuing to work in my own archi-
tectural bureau. As a professor, one of the things that 
was most important to me was to demonstrate to 
students that there are also successful female archi-
tects who design big buildings. Back then, the archi-
tectural agencies and universities were much more 
male-dominated than they are today. Before I started 
my own bureau in 1985, which went on to employ 
up to twelve female architects, I myself was a partner 
in a bureau where all the other partners were men. 
Some of my female colleagues from back then have 
since taken over my bureau and now run it under a 
new name. But back to young people: Based on my 
personal history, I encourage everyone to get a lot 
of hands-on experience and also to spend time on 
building sites! > ©
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»Bricks come in 
endless variations 
and colour tones, 
and there are 
innumerable 
different designs 
that can be created 
with brick.«
Kari Nissen Brodtkorb

6  INTERVIEW

Brick is a material that is particularly suitable for the rugged coast 
with its salty air. Its grey colour harmonises with the area’s old 
buildings, which are mainly clad in slate.

The architect gained her fi rst 
experiences with brick walls 
in 1962. 
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STATEMENT FROM CLIENT BOB 
(QUOTE OLE HERBRAND KLEPPE)

In 2008, Norway’s biggest residential property development firm, 
Bergen og Omegn Boligbyggelag (BOB), started redeveloping the 
Damsgaardssundet district, which is now a lively area with more 
than 1,500 new homes and approximately 10,000 m2 of office 
and retail space. The main idea was to enhance the district with 
a variety of architectural styles, whilst simultaneously preserving 
its spirit and identity. Ternen and Sjostjernen are two key projects 
in this transformation. For the façades, Kari Nissen Brodtkorb 
selected Wienerberger Actua façades, which lend the projects a 
unique appearance. In 2010, Ternen was voted Bergen’s ‘building 
of the year’ for its striking architectural design. We think the 
result is fantastic. The distinctive shape of the buildings and 
the character they are given by the Actua façades make Ternen 
and Sjostjernen as well as the whole Damsgaardssundet district 
completely distinctive.

Architect Kari Missen Brodtkorb found 
inspiration for the design of the building 
envelope while out walking.
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INNOVATION MEETS 
SLOVENIAN TRADITION
In Slovenia, the term family home normally evokes a very spe-
cific image. Gregorc/vrhovec arhitekti very intentionally broke 
with this preconception with their HOUSE CELOVŠKA 01, 
creating a 7 metre tall, 40 metre long and 4 metre wide house 
that exists nowhere else in this form. ©
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H
ouse Celovška 01 is situated not far from the 
Slovenian capital Ljubljana next to a main 
road. Large, colourful advertisements line the 

busy road, while the natural backdrop is formed by 
unspoilt forest. These aspects were the basis for 
choosing the colours of the house – black – which 
interacts directly with the background and tells dif-
ferent stories depending on the time of day and how 
the light falls. The black cladding changes from a sil-
very white in bright sunlight to a deep black at night. 

THE FLOOR PLAN SHAPED BY HISTORICAL CIRCUM-
STANCES One problem confronted by the designers 

The Bobrovec clay roof tiles of the 
façade change their colour depending 
on the time of day and lighting 
conditions. 

8  SINGLE FAMILY
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can and should offer the same level of comfort as 
large houses with gardens. For this reason, they dis-
pensed with superfl uous rooms. Two apartments are 
shaped around each other without hallways, occu-
pying the entire fl oor space of the building. 

INNOVATION MEETS HISTORY The innovative con-
struction style encounters Slovenian tradition in the 
façade, which has been clad in local Bobrovec roof-
ing tiles that have biomorphic properties. This ma-
terial also provides additional acoustic insulation to 
keep the noise from the busy road out of the living 
spaces. >©
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FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
HOUSE CELOVŠKA 01, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia  

Architect
Gregorc/vrhovec arhitekti

Client
Private

Products used
Tondach Bobrovec clay roof tiles, 
natural colour, black

Year of completion
2018

was the narrowness of the site, to which the house 
had to be adapted. With room widths ranging from 
3 to 3.5 metres, it was a challenge to create practi-
cal living spaces. The reason for unusual form of the 
site lies in the history of the city. Many years ago, 
such plots were used for agriculture. Although this 
plot form made sense for agricultural use, it posed a 
signifi cant challenge for the design of a family home. 

MAKING THE MOST OF IT These conditions prompted 
various innovations with regard to the façade, the 
building design and the room planning. The architects 
worked on the assumption that even small houses 

The black cladding shines silver white in bright sunlight. The narrow 
fl oor plan posed a challenge during the planning phase. The width of 
the rooms is a slim 4 meters.  

SINGLE FAMILY  9
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A COMPLEX 
MONOLITH
The two partners of DDL Architectes, Gwen David and Joann Le 
Corvec, chose the long Black Graphite Cassia brick to create a 
richer and livelier façade for their project. They have successfully 
created a dialogue with the past of Lorient, a Breton village that 
was almost entirely destroyed during the Second World War.

N
estled between two buildings on avenue de la 
Perrière, the building of DDL Architectes hous-
es a restaurant with terrace on the ground fl oor, 

and the architectural agency on the fi rst and second 
fl oors. For this project the architects wanted to use a 
stone cladding as external insulation. For Joann Le 
Corvec, “a long brick was ideal for enhancing the hori-
zontal shape of the building, evoking the long shale 
stones of Brittany.” And the Black Graphite version of 
the Terca Cassia brick provided the solution. As well 
as its length, the fact that it has to be broken in two 
on-site guarantees that each brick has a unique ap-
pearance. Taken as a whole, the façade resembles a 
stone monolith with successive indentations.

COMBINING MODERNITY AND MASHRABIYA According 
to Gwen David, the principle of mashrabiya, or the 
“latticework wall”, consists of a worked wall punctu-
ated with picture windows, even though the façade 
is actually 100 % glazed and framed with posts and 
beams. “The opening windows, concealed by the 
latticework wall, help achieve bioclimatic comfort 

FACTS & FIGURES

Project name 
DDL architectural bureau,
Lorient, France

Architect
DDL Architectes 

Brick laying contractor
Eric FOUR Maçonnerie 

Products used
Terca Black Graphite Cassia 
Long Brick

Year of completion
2017

Surface area
The project was built using 
11,000 terracotta bricks.

The solid parts represent 195 m2 
of the façade and consist of 40 
elements/m2 or 7,800 bricks.

The latticework elements cover 
115 m2 of the façade and are made 
up of about 28 elements/m2 or 
3,200 bricks.
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The façade of the architectural offi ce resembles 
a dark stone monolith with its cladding of 

Wienerberger bricks.

SINGLE FAMILY  11
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The façade is glazed over its entire 
width. The lattice wall visually breaks 
through the panorama windows.

12  SINGLE FAMILY
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during the summer.” Not only do they provide 
shade inside the building, they also conceal the open 
windows on the east and west sides at night in order 
to create a natural air current. Result: this night-time 
ventilation helps save on air-conditioning. ”

TRADITIONAL STONE LAYING Once the brick was cho-
sen, they had to fi nd a professional capable of lay-
ing it well. For Joann Le Corvec, it was a stroke of 
luck to meet Eric Four, a stonemason from Rennes, 
who was trained by the Compagnons de France, an 
organisation of craftsmen who work with tradition-
al techniques. Based on the agency’s sketches, he 
created prototypes that he then reproduced on the 
façades, giving the mashrabiya an authentic touch of 
craftsmanship. 
The full complexity of this dark monolith becomes 
more apparent the closer you get to it, with bricks 
that catch the light differently, creating a real sense 
of vibration. For Gwen David, it creates a “soothing 
effect” with the chips in the black graphite bricks re-
vealing the white of the light. >

<

Behind the mashrabiya there are windows that can be opened. 
The concept has a positive effect on the bioclimate in the offi ce.

SINGLE FAMILY  13
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T
his striking house was built on an extensive 
property in an agricultural landscape with a 
south-facing garden. The design was based 

on the profi le of a classic house with pitched roof, 
except that it features differing roof inclines – with 
one steep roof and another with a less pronounced 
angle. With this asymmetrical contour as a starting 
point, the basic space of the building is extended 
longitudinally, emphasised by an oblique roof edge. 
A second interior space mirrors the fi rst one while 
being shorter overall. Both sections are positioned 
adjacently to each other with an offset that makes 
perfect use of the building’s orientation with re-
spect to the site according to the motto of “form 
follows function”.
To effectively emphasise the roofl ine in accordance 
with the design, Plato Braised Blue roofi ng tiles were 

AN 
ANGULAR 
AESTHETIC
For a private client, the 
Belgian architectural bureau 
Acke & Van Wynsberghe 
designed a home fl ooded 
with daylight and with strong 
contrasts.

FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
Single-family home, 
Kaprijke, Belgium

Architect
Architectenburo Acke & Van 
Wynsberghe

Client
Private

Products used
Façade brick: Terca Marono 
Braised + Terca Domus Duifwit
Roofing tile: Koramic Plato Braised 
Blue

Year of completion
2018
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The two buildings create 
different degrees of 
openness and privacy.
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The dark roofl ine contrasts strongly with the white 
facing bricks of the wall, lending particular emphasis 
to the unique shape of the building.

The metal fl ashings of the 
window embrasures har-
monise with the stringent 
colour concept.

used. As there is a direct transition from the roof 
to the wall surface, a brick was needed that would 
perfectly harmonise with the roof material. The lead 
architects from Acke & Van Wynsberghe decided 
on Terca Marono facing bricks, which establish the 
desired continuity between the roof surface onto 
the wall and all the way to the ground. Beneath 
this dark, form-defi ning envelope, a contrasting 
light façade was created with Domus Duifwit facing 
bricks and broken up by large, full-height vertical 
window surfaces. The rustic appearance of the brick 
results from a limestone layer and creates a classic 
black/white contrast. The stringent colour scheme 
is refl ected, for example, in the anthracite-colour-
ed window frames and supports the objective of a 
careful balance between expressive and subdued 
materials. >©
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In Saxony, Germany, Sächsisches Seebad Zwenkau GmbH & Co. KG, 
has created two buildings with offi ces, restaurants and holiday homes in 

a prominent lakeside location by Lake Zwenkau.

VIBRANT, LARGE-SCALE 
BRICK STRUCTURE
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T he town of Zwenkau, with 9,000 residents, 
is located just south of Leipzig. Over the last 
few years, a new neighbourhood has been 

developed to the north of the town, offering a high 
quality of life. The harbour building that is home to 
Sächsisches Seebad Zwenkau GmbH & Co. KG was 
one of the fi rst buildings to be constructed in the 
area, attracting both locals and tourists. The elegant 
light-grey façade – partially consisting of perforated 
brickwork – was constructed using 510 mm-long 
Wienerberger Polaris wet refractory bricks. 
  
PREMIUM QUALITY, BOTH INSIDE AND OUT In order to 
achieve the best possible result, three different ar-
chitectural bureaus were invited to submit designs. It 

was the design from BKS Architekten + Stadtplaner 
from Trier that impressed the most. The unostenta-
tious cuboid building is slightly rounded to follow the 
line of the harbour, and is structured around a series 
of recesses and projections. Balconies on the har-
bour side appear to be sliding out from the struc-
ture. The brick façade encases the building like a fi ne 
shell. All the recesses and breaks in the building are 
plastered in white, highlighting these.
Walkways link the two buildings on the upper fl oors. 
“It was important to us to have a clear view and ac-
cess to the harbour and to maintain a direct connec-
tion,” says Marlene Meerfeld of BKS Architekten + 
Stadtplaner about this design. Building 1 is an offi ce 
building, and it also houses the client’s tourist and 

The harbour building on the 
Zwenkau headland refl ects the 
traditional brick construction style 
that is typical of the region, whilst 
presenting a modern image.

<

©
 P

ho
to

s:
 W

ie
ne

rb
er

ge
r /

 A
lb

re
ch

t V
os

s 
W

er
be

fo
to

gr
af

ie

01|2019  

MULTI FAMILY  17



  01|2019

The external walls of the building 
were clad in 510 mm Wienerberger 
wet refractory Polaris bricks.

18  MULTI FAMILY
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harbour information centre on the ground fl oor, 
which acts as a central point of contact for all visi-
tors. Building 2 accommodates two restaurants on 
the lower fl oor. The two upper fl oors house eleven 
vacation apartments, which are accessible via a bal-
cony walkway that also lets in plenty of light from 
both the north and south. 

A SUSTAINABLE DESIGN In addition to the excellent 
quality of the urban planning, the buildings also im-
press with their technical design. The external walls 
have a U-value of 0.16 w/(m2K), which exceeds the 
German EnEV 2014 energy saving regulation (appli-
cable at the time of construction) by more than 40 
percent. The façade of Wienerberger wet refracto-
ry bricks has a potential lifespan of many centuries, 
with very little maintenance required. “We calculate 
a minimum useful life of 70 years for our projects. A 
brick façade is far more economical than any other 
material,” says Schmidt. The design aimed to cre-
ate a high-quality, durable and environment friendly 
buildings. The planners therefore chose a combina-
tion of façade bricks and plastered surfaces for the 
building envelope. The Polaris wet refractory bricks 
also enhance the visual appearance of the building, 
lending it a sense of vitality. It refl ects the light differ-
ently depending on the position of the sun, so that 
the colour of the façade changes from light grey to 
beige and to a warm light brown over the course of 
the day. In this way, the design and materials work 
together to create a harmonious overall effect. >

FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
Harbour building on the Zwenkau 
headland, Germany

Architect
BKS Architekten + Stadtplaner, Trier

Client
Sächsisches Seebad Zwenkau 
GmbH & Co. KG, Zwenkau

Products used
Wienerberger Terca wet refractory 
Polaris, long format, light grey, 
nuanced, muted

Year of completion
2016

<

Various recesses and breaks give structure 
to the building and are plastered in white, 
highlighting them.

MULTI FAMILY  19
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A SPLIT-LEVEL 
HOUSE SURROUNDED 
BY PINES
In Lithuania’s vibrant capital of Vilnius, the luxury “residential 
building at Rūtų Street 21” with 7 apartments was completed 
in 2018. The architects Kestutis Pempe, Emilis Petkevicius 
and Ausrine Bredulyte placed great emphasis in this project 
on a highly visible brick façade.

FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
Residential building at Rūtų Street 
21, Vilnius, Lithuania

Architect
Kestutis Pempe, Emilis Petkevicius, 
Ausrine Bredulyte

Client
UAB „Promo Vision“ 

Products used
Terca Lapis WDF, Terca Forum 
Ombra WDF, Penter Euroton 
Nostalgie UWF

Year of completion
2017

The exposed brick façade lends 
the building a rustic yet elegant 
appearance.

S
urrounded by hundred-year-old pines and 
close to a protected park region, the location 
offers the particular attraction of being situat-

ed within walking distance of the city centre. Thanks 
to the complete redesign of the façade, it is nearly 
impossible to tell that the project involved the exten-
sive renovation of an existing building. Generously 
sized terraces and balconies defi ne the structure 
horizontally, and the wood panelling immediately be-
low these projecting elements and above the win-
dows contrasts with the interspersing brick façade 
to striking effect. Tinted glass balustrades along the 
balconies permit an uninterrupted view of the nat-
ural surroundings out the French windows of the 
apartments. The existing site relief was intelligently 
used to integrate a new underground garage with 18 
parking spaces for cars and motorcycles as well as a 
charging station for electric vehicles. The entry area 
is especially spacious and inviting with its four-storey 
atrium that extends to the top of the building, includ-
ing glass roof. 
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The building is primarily made of high-quality yet also 
robust, long-lasting and low-maintenance materials: 
steel-reinforced concrete for the cornices, clinker 
brick in the façades as well as for stairways, smaller 
walls and access ways. The brick types Terca Lapis 
WDF, Terca Forum Ombra WDF and Penter Euroton 
Nostalgie UWF from Wienerberger are particularly 
suited to the high standards applied here as well as 
to the elegant aesthetics and the required durability. 
Wood was used for the horizontal façade strips and 
terrace flooring, while glass balustrades are provided 
as safety barriers on the terraces and balconies. For 
a particular emphasis on security, a biometric access 
control system was installed – a first in Lithuania – 
that recognises each of the residents. The building 
has been awarded an energy efficiency class A rat-
ing. Geothermal heating systems and heat recovery 
systems guarantee an optimal supply of fresh air and 
comfortable indoor temperatures. >

The main entrance is equipped with state-of-the-art technology: 
in addition to video surveillance, a biometric access control 
system verifies who comes and goes.
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FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
Magneettikatu 14 rental flat 
complex, Espoo, Finland

Architect
Hannunkari & Mäkipaja Architects

Client
Espoon Asunnot

Products used
Waterstruck Special Zwart
Terca Eco

Year of completion
2017

T
he apartment buildings with timeless architec-
ture and appearance were completed in Espoo 
at the start of 2017 and are designed for small 

families and couples. There are a total of 115 apart-
ments, ranging in size between 29.5 m2 and 68 m2. 
For additional comfort, a shared recreation area, a 
carpark, laundry facilities in the basement and a sau-
na facility in the upper fl oors of the building are avail-
able to the residents.

A SUSTAINABLE LIFE CYCLE WAS A KEY PRINCIPLE IN THE 
PLANNING The planning and design process was fo-
cused on creating high-quality, long-lasting and af-
fordable apartment blocks. The façade around the 
ground fl oor consists of Belgian black brick – a ma-
terial with an exceptionally long and fl at form. The 
lightweight render on the upper storeys was applied 

over eco-bricks produced at the local factory, partial-
ly out of recycled clay and bricks. 
“As a developer, we greatly value timeless architec-
ture that harmonises with our objective of sustaina-
ble . We avoid materials with high maintenance costs 
in our building projects. For this reason, the façades 
that we build consist largely of brickwork. This also 
ensures good noise insulation, which is important 
for the residents,” explains Pirjo Räihä, Construction 
Manager of Espoon Asunnot. 

A STRUCTURE WITH INDIVIDUAL CHARACTER Architec-
turally, Magneettikatu 14 evokes a functionalistic 
timelessness that is further emphasised by the se-
lection of subdued colours. The brickwork makes it 
possible to build curved shapes – such as the wave-
like curve of the central building. According to the ©
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MODERN CURVES 
WITH TIMELESS STYLE
The multistory residential complex Magneettikatu 14 in Espoo, 
Finland, consists of three separate buildings. The client and 
owner of the property, Espoon Asunnot, is a municipal enter-
prise that builds affordable and low-maintenance rental fl ats.
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architect Veikko Mäkipaja, every apartment block 
deserves its own distinctive character and individual 
features. At the same time, the needs of the resi-
dents must be taken into account in the architec-
ture. Magneettikatu 14 is set apart from convention-
al residential buildings by its sophisticated design 
and construction. 
The complex received a number of awards in 2017 
shortly after its completion, including the National 
Sustainable Stone House Award and the honorary 
award from the city of Espoo as best residential 
complex. The feedback from residents is also con-
sistently positive. “Made of good, long-lasting ma-
terials, the building will also retain its technical value 
for a long time. Brick is the logical choice of material 
for façades if a long service life and low maintenance 
costs are the goals,” says Mäkipaja. >

The curved façade forms a kind of shelter for the inner 
courtyard, architect Veikko Mäkipaja from Hannunkari & 
Mäkipaja Architects explains.
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Each apartment is equipped with at least one balcony, 
if possible on the water side. This allows the residents 
to enjoy the harbour atmosphere.
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of the balconies emphasize the horizontal dimension 
of the façade, while the variation in the positioning 
of windows and balconies ensures a lively and ap-
proachable appearance. The façades of Skibbroen 
are masonry of water struck bricks W 450 Jern and 
W 447 Flint from the Danish brick plant Petersminde, 
and masoned in a mix designed by the architect spe-
cifi cally to Skibbroen.

HARBOUR ENVIRONMENT The uniqueness of the canal 
and harbour space has been wisely maintained and 
the houseboats help create a living harbour environ-
ment. Skibbroen infl uences the everyday life for both 
the residents and other users of the harbour such 
as the rowing club. The special life that characteris-
es Skibbroen occurs due to users’ various activities 
and the mix of tranquillity, activity, transit and prac-
tical doings. 

SUSTAINABLE BUILDING The building complies with 
Energy Class 2015, but the ventilation systems also 
comply with the requirements for energy consump-
tion in energy class 2020. >

FROM INDUSTRIAL AREA 
TO HIGH-END HOUSING IN 
CENTRAL COPENHAGEN
A former industrial area in central Copenhagen has been transformed into a recreational, residential 
area with high-end buildings by the harbour front. The sustainable apartment building Skibbroen 
is one of the main characters in this new neighbourhood with its beautiful façades of water struck 
bricks masoned in a mix designed by the architect specifi cally to Skibbroen.

FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
Skibbroen, Havneholmen, 
Copenhagen, Denmark

Architect
Holscher Nordberg Architecture 
and Planning A/S

Client
Skanska 

Products used
Facing bricks – W450 Jern 
and W 447 Flint 

Year of completion
2016
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S
kibbroen residential housing by the Copenha-
gen harbour front is designed by Holscher Ar-
chitecs who have also prepared the town plan 

for the area, where both business and housing are 
developed. The main idea has been to form a star-
shaped, central space between the angled buildings. 

The heart of the neighbourhood is a large garden es-
tablished between the residential buildings and the 
offi ce buildings, which has a slightly more private and 
intimate character, while the promenade towards the 
quay is a more public space. This central garden is 
a lush and tranquil space that creates a green refer-
ence point in this busy urban environment.

BUILDING CORNERS AND FAÇADES The way in which 
the V-shaped buildings are angled causes many dif-
ferent apartment types to arise around corners and 
the obliquely cut gables. 
The buildings open up as much as possible to the 
water, and all apartments have at least one balcony 
located primarily on the harbour side to provide the 
residents with sun and sea view. The angled sides 



  01|2019

©
 P

ho
to

s:
 W

ie
ne

rb
er

ge
r/

Al
an

 W
ill

ia
m

s

Eddington residents benefit from the archi-
tecturally stunning, versatile and practical 
multi-purpose room. There is also a private 
kindergarten.
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A PLAYGROUND FOR YOUNG AND OLD
The Storey’s Field Community Centre and Nursery is a landmark building for the new community of Eddington 
(UK) on the North West Cambridge Development. It offers Eddington residents an adaptable multi-use space, 
where elegant and playful aesthetic elements are perfectly combined.

I
nspired by the college cloisters and courts of Cam-
bridge, the design of every environment space with-
in the Storey’s Field Community Centre and Nursery 

was carefully considered. The nursery is arranged 
around three sides of a landscaped courtyard, with 
the community centre on the fourth side. This open, 
welcoming and well-crafted structure is ventilated 
naturally by drawing air through an underground lab-
yrinth and has excellent acoustic performance.

INTELLIGENT USE OF BRICKS Taylor Maxwell, a provider 
of façade solutions based in Bristol (UK), supplied the 
Storey’s Field Community Centre and Nursery with 
Wienerberger Con Mosso facing bricks and special 

FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
Storey’s Field Community Centre and 
Nursery, Cambridge, United Kingdom

Architect
McInnes Usher McKnight 
Architects (MUMA)

Client
University of Cambridge and 
Cambridge City Council

Products used
Con Mosso brick

Year of completion
2018

shaped bricks. This cream, soft mud, creased mul-
ti brick has a soft and textured appearance, which 
makes it ideal for both external and internal façades. 
Using facing bricks as a building material gave the ar-
chitects the freedom to create individual façades by 
playing with laying patterns, detailing and eye-catch-
ing features, such as porthole and geometrical 
shaped windows. The manipulation of the same 
brick product throughout the whole build brings a 
sense of cohesion to the project. The brickwork also 
contributes to the ventilation techniques used on the 
project, with the projecting, recessed and missing 
headers on the high-level courses of Flemish bond 
allowing for passive air extract routes at the east and 
went ends of the high-ceilinged main hall. 

AWARD-WINNING PERFORMANCE With its stunning ar-
chitecture and innovative design, it is no surprise 
that this project has been widely celebrated and 
won several prestigious awards, such as numerous 
notable Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 
awards in 2018, including the RIBA East Award, 
RIBA East Sustainability Award and RIBA East 
Building of the Year Award. Thanks to the impressive 
use of bricks on the project, the architects MUMA 
were awarded 2018 Brick Development Association 
Awards in the Public Building and Outdoor Space 
categories, as well as the event’s most esteemed 
honour – the Supreme Award. Sustainability was a 
major consideration for this project, and it is now 
on track to receive Excellent (for the nursery) and 
Outstanding (for the community centre) ratings for 
its BREEAM certifi cation.  >
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The architects planned in great 
detail with eye-catchers such 
as a porthole and geometrically 
shaped windows.

PUBLIC  27



  01|2019

ARCHITECTURE IN A 
HISTORICAL SETTING
The Puro Kazimierz Hotel, which in 2018 opened in 
Kazimierz, the former Jewish district of Cracow, was 
quickly noticed and acclaimed not only by the Polish 
press but also European publicists. Wienerberger 
bricks were one of the reasons why it could perfectly 
blend in with the surrounding historic buildings.

FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
Hotel Puro Kazimierz, 
Cracow, Poland

Architect
ASW Architekci

Client
PURO Hotels

Products used
Wienerberger Binz 430

Year of completion
2018

acter of Kazimierz.” They chose friendly, yet elegant 
colours, and the sand and lime texture of the Wie-
nerberger Binz 430 brick, as a purposefully selected 
opposite of the perfect factory clinker. The selected 
product superbly combined craftsmanship of the 
masons and the natural randomness of bricks.
Structural divisions were designed in the main sol-
ids of the hotel to adapt the façade to the sizes of 
the nearest buildings. The fi nal result was further 
improved by laying bricks in various patterns and 
three-dimensional structures that have a particularly 
aesthetic appeal in daylight and visually enrich the 
façade on cloudy days.

T
he ASW Architekci design studio, established 
in 2005 by architects Michał Ankiersztajn, 
Dariusz Stankiewicz and Jarosław Wroński, 

are responsible for the design of the hotel. The task 
was a diffi cult one due to the considerable cubage 
and demanding location, that the historical district 
of Cracow undoubtedly is. The plot was bigger than 
those usually occupied by single tenement houses, 
and the urban planning premises were clear: imitate 
the frontage typical for the quarter. How was this 
accomplished? The façade is formed by two sub-
tly-designed multi-storey structures. A seemingly 
two-storey passage invites inside the building, which 
has an attractive atrium and an internal courtyard. 
The size of the building required creating a façade 
which, despite being very regular in design, would 
have a private character. 
Therefore, the choice of the right material was an 
important factor. “We chose brick, solid and real ce-
ramics, far from the temporariness typical for today’s 
architecture,” says Michał Ankiersztajn, one of the 
authors of the project. “We wanted to fi nd a material 
that would fi t and be consistent with the unique char- ©
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The porch with its hole pattern 
contrasts with the façade and is 
reminiscent of a garden pavilion.
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The only elements that contrast with the ceramic 
façade are the steel and glass parts of the ground 
fl oor, a part of the attic and the openwork pavilion in 
the corner part. Steel, glass and wood of the front 
veranda contrast with one another and bring to mind 
garden gazebos, which will eventually harmonise with 
the vegetation ‘climbing down’ the green roof above 
the ground fl oor of the hotel’s corner part. Thanks to 
the use of brick and a well-thought-out arrangement, 
the atrium became a private and authentic interior, 
and a refuge for the guests. >
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The sand and limestone structure of the Wienerberger 
Binz 430 brick matches Kazimierz’s townscape. 
The special laying of the bricks in various patterns 
further enhances the overall appearance.
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W
hen we talk about St. Gera church, it is not 
enough to solely consider the rational basis 
of the monument, the spiritual aspect must 

also be taken into account. The angular form of the 
new roof refl ects the contours of the surrounding 
mountains. It is formed like a tectonic mantle. This ar-
chitectural vernacular is free of unnecessary frills, sim-
ply the sincere use of simple materials that is intended 
to symbolise the permanence and reality of faith. 

THE OMEGA POINT The roof consists of a three-dimen-
sional steel structure, supported by fi ve pillars on 
which the load-bearing framework of wooden spars 
rests. The transition from the practical to the sacral is 
realised by the geometry of the substructure, which 
is directs the viewer’s perspective towards heaven in 
the direction of the “Omega Point”, which according 
to Teilhard de Chardin is personifi ed by Jesus Christ, 
the point towards which everything strives and in 
which evolution fi nds its ultimate expression. 

HEAVENLY DESIGN The historical building was restored 
and modernised in a way that recalls a church and 
which at a subconscious level is immediately identi-
fi able as such. The apparent dematerialisation of the 
roof is intended to enable visitors to experience the 
symbolic separation between heaven and earth.

The primary elements for achieving this effect are 
dark-grey glazed beaver tail tiles of varying dimen-
sions. The size of the tiles decreases rhythmically as 
they get closer the ridge. The roof is intended to both 
refl ect and at the same to merge with the sky. Under 
clouds and sun, the light plays in different ways on its 
surface, making the church disappear and reappear 
under certain light conditions. From a distance, it 
fades into the “sfumato” landscape of the blue-green 
forest. Stone, brick, wood and metal – millennia-old 
construction materials – are combined into a con-
temporary, fl owing shape that evokes wonder in the 
visitor. >

The architects revived the spirit of the 
former church of St. Gera with a wooden, 
metal and brick roof. 

Just one hundred metres from the summit of the Trdina 
mountain in the Gorjanci range on the Croatian-Slovenian 
border stands St. Gera church, which was built in the 15th 
century and whose ruins were rediscovered in 1993. To 
restore the spirit of the former place of worship, the architect 
Borut Simič designed a modern roof structure in 2012. 

BETWEEN HEAVEN 
AND EARTH

FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
Roof of the ruins of St. Gera 
church on Trdina mountain in 
the Gorjanci range, Slovenia

Architect
Borut Simič, u.d.i.a., 
NEAP d.o.o.

Client
MO Novo mesto

Products used
Flat-sawn beaver tail tiles 
of varying sizes, dark-grey 
(Amadeus)

Year of completion
2012
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The crystalline shape of the mountains is 
refl ected in the architecture of the roofi ng. 
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FACTS & FIGURES

Project name 
wolf – Wohnbau Wolfshof, Vienna, Austria

Architect 
GERNER GERNER PLUS.

Developer 
HABAU Hoch- und Tiefbaugesellschaft m.b.H.

Client 
Wolfshof Immobilien GmbH

Products used 
Argeton Tampa 225, Terzo 2 225, Terzo 3 225, 
colour: pearl white

Year of completion 
2017 ©
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A coherent blend of past and present offers 
a prime example of soft urban renewal.
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RESIDENTIAL ENSEMBLE 
WITH INDUSTRIAL CHARM
Located where a mirror glass factory originally stood at the beginning of the 20th 
century and later a pharmaceutical company housed its production and company 
headquarters, today you will fi nd a residential complex that elegantly unites old 
and new and provides a generous amount of open and green space.

I
n the Viennese working-class district of Meidling, 
traditionally a district dominated by brickwork and 
one in which many buildings date back to the early 

19th century, the Viennese team of architects from 
GERNER GERNER PLUS. has realised a project that 
succeeds in harmonising with its surroundings while 
standing out thanks to its extraordinary architecture 
and its sophisticated use of natural and ecological 
materials.

SPACE FOR LIVING – AND WELL-BEING The “Wolfshof”, as 
the residential complex was named, is an ensemble 
encompassing some 60 residential units and made 
up of redesigned existing buildings interspersed with 

new buildings. The loft-like apartments in the existing 
buildings are characterised by their generously high 
ceilings and their industrial character – the sanitary 
modules, for instance, were designed in the form of 
low-level boxes positioned in the room that allow for 
a view of the vaulted ceiling. The new buildings ac-
commodate a broad array of apartment types that 
span the entire spectrum from rental apartments to 
condominiums and investment models, ranging in 
size from 45 to 77 m². All of them feature a generous 
room layout, high-quality appointments, and plenty 
of natural light. The windows are fl oor-to-ceiling and 
each unit has a private open space – either a balco-
ny or a terrace. The heart of this residential complex 
is the multifaceted inner courtyard with raised beds, 
little pools, reclining areas, and a “snack garden”. A 
vertical wooden trellis suspended from the façade 
makes it possible for plants to grow on the ground 
as well as upwards.

FAÇADE MADE OF A NATURAL MIX OF MATERIALS The 
team of architects placed special emphasis on the 
façade: In order to refl ect the character of the dis-
trict, it was designed with intermittently and hori-
zontally arranged Argeton clinker slabs in a light, 
friendly pearl white facing both the street and the 
inner courtyard. The wooden trellis and the balco-
nies made of white concrete with varying depths and 
heights create a perfect combination of natural ma-
terials. In addition to the visual component, the ex-
cellent structural integrity and resistance to weather-
ing and frost provided by the ceramic façade were 
among the reasons for choosing the materials for 
this innovative urban gem. >©
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Façade detail
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La Villa Vauvenargues is based on an 
innovative concept that welcomes all 
children in the neighbourhood and 
families in need. 

34  PUBLIC
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BRINGING LIGHT BACK 
TO THE HEART OF AN 
URBAN BLOCK
Erected in the inner courtyard of an urban block in the 18th 

arrondissement of Paris, la Villa Vauvenargues Children’s 
Centre brings both life and light to the former industrial site.

The Villa Vauvenargues offers 
an exciting contrast to the 
surrounding buildings due to 
the different shades of white 
of the plain tiles.
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FACTS & FIGURES

Project name
Villa Vauvenargues, Paris, 
France

Architect
Christine Kalus, 
Kalus and Roussel Agency  

Client
Paris Ouest Construction

Products used
Koramic enamelled 301 
plain tiles

Year of completion
2017

C
ommissioned by the Fondation Œuvre de la 
Croix Saint Simon, in partnership with Paris 
City Hall and the French Family Benefi t Fund 

CAF, this amenity includes a centre for young chil-
dren as well as a daycare facility for vulnerable fam-
ilies. For Christine Kalus of the Kalus und Roussel 
architectural bureau, it was important “to preserve 
the industrial heritage of the site, to extend the in-
ner courtyard and to give the block surrounded by 
Haussmann buildings a new, airy ambience”. Enam-
elled white tiles offered the ideal solution. The old 
brick fi replace in the courtyard reminds us of the for-
mer function of the site.

FINDING THE RIGHT MATERIAL While searching for a du-
rable and sensitive material, Christine Kalus discov-
ered Koramic products, in particular the enamelled 
301 plain tiles. She had a strip made to size, mix-
ing 3 white and cream shades. Once laid, she was 
convinced that she had found the correct formula, 
which “gave the white colour a sense of vibration”.  

CREATING A SOURCE OF LIGHT The inhabitants of the 
properties overlooking the courtyard can attest to the 
fact that the buildings in the centre refl ect the sun’s 
rays, bringing new light to this rather gloomy interior 
area. Christine Kalus is delighted with her fi rst ex-
perience with Wienerberger, especially the support 
provided by the company’s specialists during the 
installation. A highlight is “the scaling effect created 
by the mixture of tiles, which adds a certain relief to 
the clean lines of the buildings”. Moreover, the archi-
tect loves the durability of the material and its ease of 
maintenance. “One hose down is enough to restore 
its lustre”. And to add an extra splash of light, par-
ticularly in winter, LEDs incorporated into the copper 
panelled walls on the ground fl oor make the court-
yard look quite magical. >
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